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EIGHT COMPANIES
UNDER ONE ROOF

Kemi Contemporary Dance Projects
“Jennifer Dallas [is] someone on the Canadian 
dance scene to pay attention to.” 
•Lys Stevens, The Dance Current 

Nova Dance
“Equal parts siren and technical dynamo,

the diminutive performer with the burning
eyes shows you the soul behind the dance.”

• Deidre Kelly, The Globe and Mail 

Peggy Baker Dance Projects
Peggy is a true dance bohemian: she knows how to 
play up against contemporary orthodoxy and turn 
it on its head. It’s why she is a great artist...”
•Mikhail Baryshnikov

Compañía Carmen Romero
“With power and feeling, Carmen Romero holds us spellbound, then 

awakens us—reverberating from within or exploding like a bomb.” 
•Le Devoir

MOonhORsE
“[Cloud 9 performers] dance from the inside out making their bodies’ 

articulation fully expressive of inner motivation. Only dancers with lives 
lived can pull off this kind of work successfully.”

•Michael Crabb, Dance International

adelheid
“Such a remarkably nuanced message could only be achieved by dance, 
and by an artist working only at the topmost level of her craft.”  
• Stephan Bonfield, Calgary Herald

Kaeja d’Dance
“Poignant beauty full of dignity and humanity.” 
•VOIR Magazine

.

Public Recordings
“Mad crazy bright lights” 

-Carl Wilson, Zoilus
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A Note from The Theatre Centre

Sharp-edged. A treasure. Vigorous and intense. Redolent with disturbing beauty. 
Dynamo. These are some of the words which have been used to describe the work of the 
eight celebrated dance companies which, by some happy coincidence, are all renting our 
space at some point this year to present their creations.

We are excited and honoured to host these renowned Canadian dance artists here at 
The Theatre Centre, where we have never before had occasion to present such a wealth, 
and such a range, of this form of live performance.

We are thrilled to kick off the year with our own co-production of Heidi Strauss’ what it’s 
like, which has been developed in Residency at The Theatre Centre. Residency facilitates 
a highly collaborative artistic process that embraces experimentation and learning. We 
have had the opportunity to nurture what it’s like from the seed of an idea into a power-
ful, visceral exploration of the meaning of connection.

Take a look through these pages to see the stirring and beautiful work on offer as we 
celebrate the cornucopia of dance under our roof this year. In the spirit of The Theatre 
Centre, and together with our friends, adelheid, Public Recordings, Kemi Contemporary 
Dance Projects, Nova Dance, Peggy Baker Dance Projects, Compañía Carmen Romero, 
Kaeja d’Dance, and MOonhORsE, we encourage you to discover the work of an artist 
you’ve never encountered.    

Fill your Dance Card. 

Franco Boni
Artistic Director 
The Theatre Centre

Aislinn Rose
General Manager 
The Theatre Centre 

The Theatre Centre would like to thank the following Programming Supporters for their  
continued generosity:

Major Donors ($1,000+)
Lindy Cowan & Chris Hatley
Rose DeMasi-Mantella & Daniel Mantella
Jenny Ginder & John Todd
Kevin Helfand & Carrie Vanasse
Kathleen Kurtin
Rahim Ladha
Rick Matthews & Ann Marie Stasiuk
Richard Mortimer
Robert Sirman

Major Supporters
BMO Financial Group
Canada Council for the Arts 
Curated Properties
The George Cedric Metcalf Foundation
Gladstone Hotel
Interior Systems Contractors Association
The J.P. Bickell Foundation
Ontario Arts Council
Toronto Arts Council

.

what it’s like  
adelheid and The Theatre Centre
September 22–October 2, 2016

Kittly-Bender
Kemi Contemporary Dance Projects
January 11–15, 2017

Infinite Storms
Nova Dance
January 26–29, 2017

SpiltScreen
Peggy Baker Dance Projects
February 21–26, 2017

Jacinto
Compañía Carmen Romero
March 16–19, 2017

CRAVE/DEFIANT 
Kaeja d’Dance
May 9-21, 2017

Cloud 9
MOonhORsE
May 9-21, 2017

Ticket and Package Info 
+ Public Recordings
November 24–27, 2016
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what it’s like
adelheid and The Theatre Centre

what it’s like uses brotherhood to consider personal, situational, and systemic engage-
ment. It walks the audience through a series of experiences, inviting questions about 
comfort, agency, complicity and responsibility. 
How responsible are we for each other? 
How are we here, together?

Credits 
Choreography: Heidi Strauss
Performance: Michael Caldwell, Luke Garwood, and Naishi Wang
Scenic Design: Julie Fox
Sound & Projection Design: Jeremy Mimnagh
Lighting Design: Simon Rossiter
Costume Design: Alana Elmer
Vocal Coach: Fides Krucker
Creative Producer: Rachel Penny
Metcalf Foundation Intern: Jane Alison McKinney

About adelheid 
adelheid’s movement-based work looks at interaction between different people and 
groupings of people, with a specific interest in the situation of performance and how 
we consider each other (audience & performer) within that construct. adelheid began in 
2008 with Heidi Strauss and Jeremy Mimnagh; its work has toured across Canada.

Dates
September 22–25 & September 28–October 2, 2016
Sundays at 2pm, all other shows at 8pm

Tickets
$22–30 
Passes available

Website
www.adelheid.ca
www.theatrecentre.org

Major Programming Sponsors

what it’s like was developed in Residency at The Theatre Centre. Residency is made
possible by Lead Sponsor BMO Financial Group, and with the support of The J.P. Bickell 
Foundation.
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Kittly-Bender
Co-produced by DanceWorks CoWorks and Kemi 

Meet Kittly, a product of simpler days. Cold and alone, she is famished for kinship in a 
time of ultra-connected individuals touching across frozen lakes of data. We find her 
trapped in a dank grotto where she has slipped through unseen cracks in the struggle 
to choose between real solitude and virtual community. The more Kittly hears her own 
voice, the better for her and all of us.

Credits 
Performance and Choreography: Jennifer Dallas 
Director: John Turner 
Performance Coach: Fiona Griffiths 
Lighting Designer: Oz Weaver
Sound Designer: John MacLean 
Set and Costume Design: Jennifer Dallas 

About Kemi
Artistic Director Jennifer Dallas established Kemi Contemporary Dance Projects (Kemi) 
in 2008. Kemi is dedicated to social and artistic interface across perceived borders, and 
views the creative process as a profoundly collaborative and intimate one. Vulnerabilty 
and generosity are prized qualities throughout Kemi’s collaborations in art as well as 
in society. To this end, the company fosters exploration and education between artists, 
as well as provides learning and discovery avenues for the general public. Dallas’ work 
abroad (Israel, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, South Africa and Russia) has earned critical acclaim 
on both sides of the Atlantic, culminating in 2015’s 7-city Canadian tour (Idiom) with 
Burkinabe artist Bienvenue Bazié. Kittly-Bender is Kemi’s latest evening-length work and 
comes on the heels of intensive study of Pochinko mask work. 

Dates
January 11–15, 2017 
Wednesday–Saturday at 7pm 
Gala presentation on Sunday at 5pm 

Tickets
$22–30
January 11 PWYC at the door  
Passes available 

Website
www.kemiprojects.ca

Programming Sponsors
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Infinite Storms
Nova Dance

Five women ride the physical and emotional storms that surge within us.

Award-winning choreographer Nova Bhattacharya’s new work is a revealing investigation 
into the uneasy alliance between the mind and body. Featuring Bhattacharya and four of 
Toronto’s most mesmerising dancers—Kate Holden, Molly Johnson, Atri Nundy and Malar 
Varatharaja—Infinite Storms ecstatically embraces all of the hurts and joys that life has to 
offer.

Credits
Choreography: Nova Bhattacharya
Creative Collaborator: Louis Laberge-Côté 
Lighting Design: Marc Parent
Music: Ed Hanley
Performers: Nova Bhattacharya, Kate Holden, Molly Johnson, 
Atri Nundy, and Malar Varatharaja
Technical Director: Alaina Perttula-Anderson  

About Nova Dance 
Nova Dance’s creations embody the principle of the edge effect, an overlapping zone 
between ecosystems, where a rich diversity of life is found.  The work explodes the 
potential for Indian classical and contemporary dance, offering audiences an expanse of 
movement drawn from a range of techniques, expressed in body and spirit—poetically, 
metaphorically and humanely.

Dates
January 26–29, 2017
Thursday and Friday at 8pm
Saturday at 2pm and 8pm
Sunday at 4pm

Tickets
$22–30 
Passes available 

Website
www.novadance.ca

Programming Sponsors
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SplitScreen
Peggy Baker Dance Projects

SplitScreen is a supercharged evening of four dances that each present two distinct but 
synchronous lines of action. 

Featuring five of the most extraordinary dancers on the Toronto scene—Peggy Baker, 
Ric Brown, Sarah Fregeau, Kate Holden, and David Norsworthy—the program includes 
the sumptuous solo from locus plot; Yang, simultaneous and hyper-athletic solos for two 
men; SplitScreen Stereophonic, a high-intensity double duet that contrasts the dynamics 
and tensions of two couples; and epilogue, a meditation on absence and loss performed 
by Peggy Baker and Philadelphia-based guitarist Tim Motzer. 

With Dora Award-winning lighting from Montreal’s Marc Parent, as well as music from 
the trans-Atlantic electronica chamber duo Knuckleduster and Belgium’s Thierry de Mey, 
SplitScreen is a visual and sonic tour-de-force from one of Canada’s most inventive and 
celebrated dance artists.

Credits
Choreography: Peggy Baker
Lighting: Marc Parent

solo from locus plot (2015)
Dancer: Kate Holden with Ric Brown, 
Sarah Fregeau, and David Norsworthy 
Music: John Kameel Farah
Costumes: Robyn Macdonald

Yang (1998/2003)
Dancers: Ric Brown, David Norsworthy
Music: Thierry de Mey
Costumes: Caroline O’Brien

SplitScreen Stereophonic (2013)
Dancers: Sarah Fregeau and David 
Norsworthy, Kate Holden and Ric Brown
Music: Knuckleduster/Debashis Sinha  
and Robert Lippok
Costumes: Jennifer Dallas
Set: Larry Hahn

epilogue (2013)
Dancer: Peggy Baker
Music: Tim Motzer

About Peggy Baker Dance Projects
Peggy Baker Dance Projects creates transformative dance experiences that have toured 
across Canada and around the world. One of Canada’s most acclaimed dance artists, 
Peggy Baker leads her company in the creation of new stage works and dance instal-
lations, and offers unique opportunities for participation in dance and dance education 
for people of all ages and abilities. Winner of a Governor General’s Award, the Premier’s 
Award for Excellence in the Arts, the Walter Carsen Prize and many other accolades, 
Peggy’s artistry and stagecraft have been the driving force behind her signature dance 
works since her company began in 1990.

Tickets
$22–30 
Passes available 

Dates
February 21–26, 2017
Tuesday–Saturday at 8pm
Sunday at 4pm

Website
www.peggybakerdance.com

Programming Sponsors
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Jacinto
Compañía Carmen Romero

A woman grieves the loss of her father; through letters, photographs, and talismans, she 
encounters the mysteries of who he was. Jacinto is a contemporary flamenco perfor-
mance that evokes a man, his daughter, and the scars they both carry. A dance in search 
of catharsis, Jacinto examines the dark angel within each of us: the black crow inside 
one’s heart, the pain that is passed from generation to generation. It lies dormant in us. 
But if we release it, it can free what we keep buried: it dances out the fear.

Seductive, volatile and unnerving, this is a new solo dance-theatre work by one of 
Toronto’s and Canada’s most powerful flamenco artists.

Credits 
Choreographer and Performer: Carmen Romero
Guest Choreographer: Oscar Nieto
Director: Karin Randoja
Musical Director: Benjamin Barrile
Cante: Stephanie Pedraza
Pianist: Scott Metcalfe
Percussion: Alejandro Céspedes
Producer: Soraya Peerbaye

About Compañía Carmen Romero 
Compañía Carmen Romero was founded by choreographer and performer Carmen 
Romero in 1986. The company has produced three full-length productions: El Embrujo, 
Flamenco Ayer y Hoy, and Carmen Complex, which earned Romero a Dora Award nom-
ination for best choreography. Shorter works include Luna Llena, which was performed 
at the 9th annual Certamen de Coreografía de Danza Española y Flamenco at the pres-
tigious Teatro Albeniz in Madrid, Spain. After more than two decades training and men-
toring a new generation of flamenco dance artists, Romero is delving once more into the 
art of solo choreography through collaborations with artists across disciplines. Compañía 
Carmen Romero reflects her desire to cultivate new possibilities in flamenco, and to 
invite the Canadian public to revel in the art.

Dates
March 16–19, 2017

Tickets
$22–30 
Passes available

Website
www.carmenromero.ca

Programming Sponsors
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CRAVE/DEFIANT
Kaeja d’Dance

At the forefront of contemporary dance for over 25 years, internationally acclaimed 
Kaeja d’Dance, returns with a stunning program of works by co-Artistic Directors, Karen 
and Allen Kaeja.

Revisiting Karen’s smash hit, CRAVE, and Allen’s exhilarating new work, DEFIANT, this 
program features all the hallmarks of the Kaeja aesthetic—sensual articulation, athletic 
intensity and theatrical imagery. 

CRAVE is: poignant, romantic, whimsical and chaotic—a duet that mines intimacy while 
navigating loneliness, unsettledness, and the hope that keeps us hanging on. Sarah 
Shugarman’s stunning score will now be brought to life by a live string quartet. As part 
of the pre-show, audience members are invited to join Dance With Me, an intimate dance 
on stage with a partner, friend, or stranger—the perfect prelude to CRAVE.

“CRAVE is one of Karen’s finest works.” The Globe and Mail

DEFIANT is: brutal, visceral, sensual and provocative. Combined with an original score by 
Edgardo Moreno, it harnesses the intense physicality of seven Kaeja dancers—featuring 
Karen Kaeja. This new work delves into light within darkness, the resonance of rebellion, 
and the beauty of failure. 

Allen’s work is described as “Sharp-edged, densely packed and redolent with disturbing 
beauty.” Time Out, UK

DEFIANT Credits
Choreography: Allen Kaeja
Created with performers: Karen Kaeja 
Stéphanie Tremblay Abubo, 
Michael Caldwell, Zhenya Cerneacov, 
Ana Claudette Groppler, Merideth 
Plumb, and Mateo Galindo Torres
Composer: Edgardo Moreno
Lighting: Simon Rossiter
Dramaturgy: Bruce Barton

CRAVE Credits
Choreography: Karen Kaeja
Created with performers: 
Stéphanie Tremblay Abubo and 
Michael Caldwell
Composer: Sarah Shugarman
Costumes: Cheryl Lalonde
Lighting: Simon Rossiter after 
Kimberly Purtell
Dramaturgy: Pil Hansen

Dates
May 9–21, 2017
CRAVE/DEFIANT will be performed on alternating evenings with MOonhORsE’s Cloud 9 
program. Please visit www.kaeja.org or www.theatrecentre.org for a full performance 
schedule.

TicketsTickets
$22–30 
Passes available 

Programming Sponsors

Website
www.kaeja.org



Photo: Gilles Vézina Page 20

Cloud 9
MOonhORsE Dance Theatre

Cloud 9, produced by MOonhORsE Dance Theatre, raises the artform to new heights in 
commissioned works by Lina Cruz and DA Hoskins for some of Canada’s most revered 
older dancers.

Lina Cruz’s Room #7 is a space-time for three intriguing females, evolving as characters 
of a comic strip. Legendary performers Louise Bédard, Karen Kaeja and Claudia Moore 
are a territorial trio, revealing themselves as unusual heroines claiming the right to their 
small chaotic world, a world including their stage confidant, musician-performer Philippe 
Noireaut.

DA Hoskins, an artist who thrives on the vitality and expressive immediacy of dance, 
creates a potent reflection of the self, personally and collectively, in Biography. Powerful 
and poetic, DA’s quartet for Cloud 9 is a wordless collision of experience that binds the 
players’ bodies in a sharing of understanding, a wisdom that renders the illuminations of 
the self, tactile. 

Credits
Choreography: Room #7 Lina Cruz and Biography DA Hoskins
Performers include: Louise Bédard, Karen Kaeja, Larry Hahn, Claudia Moore, 
and Robert Regala 
Music: Room #7 Philippe Noireaut (musician/performer)
Lighting: Simon Rossiter

About MOonhORsE Dance Theatre
Established in 1996 as a home for the evolution of award-winning dance artist Claudia 
Moore, MOonhORsE Dance Theatre seeks to share the gifts of Canada’s senior dance 
luminaries through a range of artistic endeavours, including Older & Reckless, a perfor-
mance series featuring work by seasoned dance artists, Old & Young and Reckless
Together, for intergenerational dance projects, and Cloud 9 (with co-Artistic Director 
Karen Kaeja), for commissions that bring mature dancers together with masterful cre-
ators in ensemble works.

Dates
May 9–21, 2017
MOonhORsE’s Cloud 9 will be performed on alternating evenings with Kaeja d’Dance’s 
CRAVE/DEFIANT. Please visit www.moonhorsedance.com or www.theatrecentre.org for 
a full performance schedule.

TicketsTickets
$22–30 
Passes available 

Programming Sponsors

Website
www.moonhorsedance.com



• • • • • JOIN THE EXPERIMENT • • • • • 

CAPITALIST DUETS
Public Recordings

Public Recordings’ latest experiment stages the practical 
anarchy of business-as-usual. CAPITALIST DUETS employs 
free-market dramaturgy as a structure for composition. From 
dancer and choreographer to theatre technician and art-pre-
senting partner. Everyone involved holds the status of perform-
er. And every performer dances according to the same rules. 

www.publicrecordings.org
 
At The Theatre Centre
November 24–27, 2016 

• • • • • • $10 TICKETS • • • • • •

SPECIAL OFFER:
Buy tickets before 

November 1st for only $10

From the archive of John Palmer
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Fill Your Dance Card
The More You See, The More You Save

Fill your Dance Card with a 3 or 5 show pack and save over 40%!

In the spirit of adventure, enhance your experience with our exclusive Wild Card deal:
add an extra show to your package and we’ll pick it for you from any other show 
happening at The Theatre Centre this year. Relax, and leave the planning to us!

 
Dance Card and Wild Card: 

Two great ways to see Dance and Theatre

Individual shows
$30 (general) 

$22 (student/senior/artist) 

Service charges may apply 

Contact our box office at 416-538-0988 or visit www.theatrecentre.org 

Buy your pass now and choose which performances you want to see at a later date.

Dance Card 3
Select 3 shows for $60 

+ Wild Card
Select 3 shows plus 
a Wild Card for $75

Dance Card 5
Select 5 shows for $80

+ Wild Card
Select 5 shows plus 
a Wild Card for $95



What We Do 
The Theatre Centre is a nationally recognized live arts incubator that serves as a 
research and development hub for the cultural sector.

We provide artists with infrastructure and resources to make their art—from idea 
to production.

The Theatre Centre is committed to new work and new ways of working. We 
are a public space, open and accessible to the people of our community, where 
citizens can imagine, debate, celebrate, protest, unite, and be responsible for 
inventing the future.

Where We Are
The Theatre Centre would like to acknowledge the sacred land on which we 
operate, which has been a site of human activity for thousands of years. 

Toronto comes from the Kanien’kéha word Tkaronto, which can be translated 
as “where the trees stand in water”. It is part of the traditional territory of many 
nations: the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, and the Anishinaabe, including the 
Mississaugas of the New Credit. 

This land was the subject of the Dish with One Spoon wampum belt covenant, 
an agreement between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and a confederacy of 
Anishinabek and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources 
around the Great Lakes. 

The Theatre Centre strives to honour the history of this land by sharing our 
space with all people—those Indigenous to Turtle Island, and those from all over 
the world.

Connect With Us
1115 Queen St West
theatrecentre.org
facebook.com/TheTheatreCentre
@TheatreCentre

This facility is supported through Toronto Arts Council Strategic Funding.
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