
 

Call for Residency Artists 

The Theatre Centre RESIDENCY program​
Call for Submissions 
 
"When I got to The Theatre Centre all I had was the seed of an idea. That idea has 
slowly grown, moved in many directions, sped up and slowed down, and weathered 
some storms. The Theatre Centre has stayed the course, sheltered my idea at times. 
I'm not sure where else an artist like me would have found the kind of long-term support 
that would enable my idea to blossom." 

 ~ Ian Kamau, Residency Artist (2023) 

The Theatre Centre’s Residency Program is at the very heart of what we do: a structured 
two-year program (sometimes longer!) providing groups/artists with the necessary space, 
funding, and mentorship to craft ideas still in their infancy into finished works that are 
provocative, innovative, and ambitious. Residency facilitates a highly collaborative artistic 
process by asking artists “what do you need?” The program supports new work in a variety of 
artistic disciplines led by directors, designers, composers, choreographers, architects, visual 
artists, or even neurologists. We are looking for big ideas in their earliest stages. 

Residency has its roots in the R&D (Research & Development) program, established by The 
Theatre Centre in 1983, and later developed into its current evolving form by Franco Boni and 
Jennifer Tarver in 2004. This has led to a long history of providing a home for artists who have 
had difficulty finding a home for their practice elsewhere. Most often, Residency has supported 
and continues to support artists working at the edge or intersections of practice.  

Some things to note: 

●​ Residency is not a program designed for emerging artists. We certainly welcome 
applications from a range of experience, but we have found that Residency is of 
particular benefit to artists with an established practice of creation. 

●​ This program was created to fill a gap in the ecology of new work creation that wasn’t 
supported by most playwright development programs at the time. Residency at The 
Theatre Centre focuses on work that requires physical space for creation, and has often 
provided artists with the rare opportunity to build a work in the space in which it will 
eventually be produced.  

●​ Artists must either reside in Canada or be working in partnership with a Canadian 
company/group 



Time Commitment:​
Focused Residency work periods occur throughout the year and are scheduled with the artists. 
Residency artists work in the building during these times and publicly share the results of – and 
questions arising from – their process after each work period in our much-loved Residency 
Showings. Artists working in the building also have the opportunity to access one another as 
resources to further the growth and development of each other’s work. Cross pollination can be 
one of the most exciting and unexpected elements of Residency at The Theatre Centre. 

Be warned, we always receive many submissions to Residency calls. As a result, we try to ensure 
that the process of putting an application together is as light on work as possible. Your main goal 
is to get us excited about the thing you’re excited about. Proposals should be no more than 3 
pages in length and should include: 
 

●​ Brief history of you or your company 
●​ What is your idea or burning question? 
●​ Why does your idea/process require the support of this Residency program? (Think 

specifically of our resource of space: why this program, and not a 
playwright-in-residence grant elsewhere?) 

●​ How does this idea sit within your overall body of work or progression of your practice? 
●​ One or two links to support material, ie. video, sound files, photos, etc. 

 
Please email your application with subject Residency as one PDF (no google doc links please). 
Support materials should be linked within this document and not provided as attachments. 

Deadline: May 15, 2025 by 11:59pm EST. 

Only successful applicants will be contacted for an interview in May/June. We have room for 1-2 
new Residency projects (depending on the scale of projects selected) beginning in the fall of 
2025.  

The Theatre Centre is committed to equity practices. We encourage applications from queer, 
transgender and two-spirited people, First Nations, Inuit & Métis, people of colour, and people 
with disabilities. 

In all parts of the hiring process, please let us know about any access needs by emailing 
residency@theatrecentre.org. 

Applications will be received by our producers Liza Hersh and Angelo Pileggi and assessed by 
Aislinn Rose, General & Artistic Director, and Liza Paul, Associate Artistic Director.  

Email submissions only:​
residency@theatrecentre.org 

Thank you so much to BMO Financial Group for their long term support of Residency! Thank 
you to the Metcalf Foundation for allowing us to open new opportunities for Explorations and 
Finishing. 
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