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Wrecking Ball: 
MAYDAY! MAYDAY! MAYDAY! 

Produced and curated by the Wrecking Ball T.O. Collective 
and supported by Volcano, Common Boots Theatre, 

Theatre Passe Muraille, and The Theatre Centre. 

A benefit for Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction

OUR CHALLENGE

We challenge the city’s Artistic Directors and other arts 
leaders to program politically – to recognize the need and 
hunger for works that confront and discuss who we are at 
the moment – politically. We challenge boards of directors 
to support artistic leadership in doing exactly this.

THANK YOU

Rochelle Ellar, Dua Siddiqui, Omar (@thathadramiguy), 
Andrew Adridge, Ellita Gagner, Joel Klein, Marjorie Chan, 
Indrit Kasapi, Jenn Sartor, Aidan Hammond, Shanae Sodhi, 
Aws Waham, Kesta Graham, Japneet Kaur 

Thank you to the staff at the Theatre Centre who made this 
event possible: Aislinn Rose, Navid Amini, Angelo Pileggi, 
Gabby Noga, liza paul Stevey Hunter, Emily Jung, Margaret 
Legere



Programme
A peer support facilitator is available in the gallery during 
The Wrecking Ball for anyone who may need support.
(Click on links for bios)

“FIRE FIRE” 
Janice Jo Lee

THE RUMBLE
Written by Yolanda Bonnell
Director: Jessica Esmeralda Zepeda*
Actor 1: Carmen Alvis
Actor 2: Samantha Brown*

THE PANHANDLER
Written by Xina
Director: Guillermo Verdecchia*
Actor: Bilal Baig
Actor: Xina
Actor: Rick Roberts*

“TAKE UP SPACE” 
Janice Jo Lee

INTERMISSION

COMEDIAN 
Denise B McLeod

YOU’VE SEEN IT ON TV
Written by Rimah Jabr
Director: Keshia Palm
Zain: Nabil Traboulsi*
Stalker: Karl Ang*
Lawyer: Asher Rose*
Assistant: Grace Lamarche*
Assistant: Anthony Perpuse



THE QUESTION: A CHOREO-DUB-THEATRE 
EXPLORATION 
d’bi.young anitafrika in collaboration with Black Theatre 
School
Writer: Taija Shonée Chung
Writer: Sumia Juxun
Writer/Actor: Jedidiah Mugarura
Actor: Kabrena Robinson
Actor: KayGeni
Apprentice Producer: Sue-Tanya Lee

“FREE PALESTINE” 
Janice Jo Lee

Stage Manager: Sabrina Weinstein
Technician: Aidan Shepherd
Sound Mixer: River Oliveria
Graphic Illustrator: Emily Jung
*Appears by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity 
Association.

HISTORY OF THE WRECKING BALL

Founded by Jason Sherman, Ross Manson, Lara Azzopardi 
and Andrew Soren, the Wrecking Ball was a catalyst for 
politically engaged theatre, running from 2004 to 2014. 
Helmed by succeeding groups of politically-engaged 
artists over the years, in cities from coast to coast, 
Wrecking Ball sparked plays that went on to be produced 
nationally and internationally. Prompting artists to create 
new work in a week, rehearsed in another week, this raw, 
time-sensitive format continues to challenge artists and 
audiences alike to grapple with the politics shaping our 
world today.

Wrecking Ball T.O. Collective: Malika Daya, Natasha 
Greenblatt, Derek Kwan, Ross Manson, Monique Mojica, 
Adam Paolozza, and Angela Sun.



Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction is a response to the 
epidemic of ongoing colonization and lack of services for 
the urban Indigenous population.

TIHR aims to reduce harm around stigmatized experiences 
such as substance use, displacement, and other survival 
strategies resulting from racism and colonization.

We are a grassroots initiative that endeavors to reduce the 
harm and burden that society places on Indigenous people 
with stigmatized experiences such as substance use, 
houselessness, incarceration and most recently, covid-19 
and more. Through access to ceremony, traditional food 
and medicines, essential survival items, transportation, 
communication networks, access to healthcare and aide, 
we firmly believe harm reduction is a lifesaving practice.

The Indigenous People we support are survivors of this 
countries’ historical and ongoing genocide, including 
residential schools, Indian day schools, the 60’s scoop, 
and the millennial scoop.  TIHR coordinators are also 
intergenerational survivors of these systems.

 https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com 

Return to top

https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com


Artist Biographies
(ALPHABETICALLY BY LAST NAME)

CARMEN ALVIS (she\her)
Actor- The Rumble

Carmen is a Turtle Mountain Michif 
(Métis) artist based in Tkarón:to with 
Chippewa, Irish & English ancestors. 
She is one of the leaders of lemonTree 
creations, manidoons collective, and 
AdHoc Assembly, and is on the board 
of the Dancers Of Damelahamid. 
Carmen is a Dora nominated director 
and performer who has performed 

and directed queer and Indigenous performance across 
Turtle Island (North America), including venues in Coast 
Salish territory, Mi’kma’ki, and Treaty 1, 3, 6 & 7 territories. 
Up next: Carmen performs in You Used To Call Me Marie by 
Tai Amy Grauman (Savage Society & The Arts Club). 
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KARL ANG 
Actor- You’ve Seen It On TV

“when all news is fake, all stories are 
true, and they might be the last tools 
we have to convince one another of 
anything at all”

The last time Karl was on stage at the 
Theatre Centre he took his top off but 
you’re safe this time, it’s not that kind 
of show. Karl salutes all artists lifting 

up their voices in response to the present moment. He is 
honoured to be speaking Rimah’s words.



d’bi.young anitafrika (they/them)
Collaborator- The Question

d’bi.young is an internationally 
acclaimed visionary dub poet, 
playwright-performer, director-
dramaturge, and activist-scholar, 
who creates, embodies, and teaches 
critical dub pedagogy and is 
currently culminating their PhD in 
Black womyn’s theatre. d’bi.young 
developed the Anitafrika Method—a 

nurturant Black-queer-feminist pedagogy of knowing, 
doing, and being. A winner of the Johanna Metcalf Prize, 
three-time Dora award winner, and founding Artistic 
Director of Watah Theatre, and Spolrusie Press, d’bi.
young has authored twelve plays, seven albums, and four 
poetry collections. They currently serve as lead faculty 
in the training programs of Soulpepper and Obsidian 
theatre companies. d’bi.young’s present initiatives include 
leading the national Black Womyn in Theatre Digital 
Archive project, establishing the Black Theatre School, and 
preparing for the 20th-anniversary staging of their multi-
ward-winning classic—The Sankofa Trilogy—at the Theatre 
Centre.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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YOLANDA BONNELL (they/she) 
Writer- The Rumble

Yolanda Bonnell is a proud Queer, 
disabled, 2 Spirit Ojibwe, South 
Asian mixed-race multidisciplinary 
storyteller, creator and facilitator. 
Hailing from Fort William First 
Nation, Ontario their arts practice is 
now based in Tkarón:to. Yolanda is 
a multi-award nominated performer 
and published playwright. They 

are currently developing a two-part play odyssey called 
The Eighth Fire series towards production as well as a 
commission with frank Theatre in coast Salish territory for 
Savaugesse: a wild love story. They have just completed 
their first full length novel; the first in a young adult trilogy. 
Yolanda proudly bases her arts practice in land-based 
creation and Anishinaabe methodologies, working towards 
disability justice in theatre.

BILAL BAIG (she/they)
Actor- The Panhandler

BILAL BAIG is a writer, actor and 
producer for stage and screen. Baig’s 
published works include their first 
play, Acha Bacha (2020, nominated 
for the Dayne Ogilvie prize from the 
Writer’s Trust of Canada), and an 
anthology of monologues they co-
edited for queer/trans artists titled 
This Is Beyond (2023). Baig was the 

co-creator, co-showrunner, executive producer and lead 
actor in their Peabody Award and Canadian Screen Award-
winning series, Sort Of (2021-2023). Baig has facilitated 
creative writing and playwriting programs for trans artists 
and BIPOC artists including: Trans Gemmes (2019-2020), 
Paprika Festival’s Playwrights Unit (2019-2023), and 
Dialogue Dolls (2023—).

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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TAIJA SHONÉE CHUNG (she/they)
Writer- The Question

Taija Shonée Chung is a Jamaican-
Chinese actor, mover and creator, 
based in Toronto. Taija has had the 
distinct honor of being a part of 
playwright units supported by Paprika 
Festival, Theatre Passe Muraille, 
Diaspora Dialogues, Obsidian Theatre, 
Factory Theatre and is currently a 
playwright in residence at Watah 

Theatre’s Black Theatre School. She looks forward to 
adding her voice to the growing canon of Black Canadian 
playwrights. 

SAMANTHA BROWN (she/her)
Actor- The Rumble

Samantha Brown is a queer, blended 
race: Anishinaabe and European 
settler, storyteller from Onaping, 
Ontario. She is currently living in 
T’karonto.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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RIMAH JABR (she/her)
Writer- You’ve Seen It On TV

Rimah Jabr is a theatre director, 
playwright, and Ph.D. student in 
Theatre and Performance Studies at 
York University. She studied theatre-
making at RITCS in Brussels.
Her new show, This Is Not What I 
Want to Tell You, will be performed at 
The Theatre Centre from May 14 to 18.



SUMIA JUXUN (she/her)
Writer- The Question

Sumia Juxun is an elder sister, poet, 
producer, and educator currently 
based between Rotterdam, London, 
and Tkaronto. Her interdisciplinary 
practice spans public readings, 
workshops, and performances that 
engage with themes of refusal, 
grief, and dreaming, including 
contributions to Poetics of Refusal 

and Vocal Opacities. She has presented at the Belfast 
International Arts Festival, Athenaeum Boekhandel, Gerrit 
Rietveld Academy, Gessnerallee Zurich, and Africa Utopia 
Festival, among others. Juxun is also a contributor to The 
Anarchist Citizenship: People Made of Stories, an ongoing 
research project exhibited at Framer Framed in Amsterdam 
from October 2024 to January 2025. She has received 
recognition for her work, including winning the FourHubs’ 
2018 Poetry Prize and being shortlisted for The White 
Review Poet’s Prize in 2022 and shortlisted for the Creative 
Future Writer’s Award in 2024.

Forthcoming in 2025 is a selection of Sumia’s poems 
alongside visual work by Alanna Fields. Her poetic play, 
Ma’idah: The Imaginings of a Table Spread that Descends 
from Heaven, reimagines the Last Supper as a Last Iftar, 
centering Black, Queer, and Muslim bodies. She first shared 
a table reading at Bijlmer Parktheater in Amsterdam 
and earlier this year was invited to Banff Winter Writers’ 
Residency to further develop it. Currently she is in 
residence at The Black Theatre School Pilot programme 
with d’bi.young and an exciting cohort of artist and 
practitioners. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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GRACE LAMARCHE (she/her)
Actor- You’ve Seen It On TV

Grace Lamarche is an actor, theatre 
artist and Katy Perry apologist of 
mixed Cree/Eastern European descent 
based in Tkaronto. Highlighted 
theatre credits include: Women of 
the Fur Trade (Magnus Theatre), 1939 
(Canadian Stage), 1939 (The Belfry), 
Weltamultiek (Paprika Festival), 
Skyscraper (Paprika Festival). Grace 

is a graduate of George Brown Theatre School. When not 
onstage, Grace works as the Development Coordinator for 
Hamilton Festival Theatre Company.

KAYGENI
Actor- The Question

KayGeni is a Bahamian 
multidisciplinary story teller, musician, 
playwright and performer. She is the 
founder of Skool of Magik- a program 
designed to build confidence  and 
nurture imagination in children and 
youth through the magic of creative 
expression. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)

JANICE JO LEE (she/they)
Musical Guest

Janice Jo Lee is a queer folk musician, 
spoken word poet, clown, theatre 
maker, sound designer and arts 
educator born and based in Toronto. 
She has released three albums of 
music, two poetry chapbooks, and has 
composed music and sound for two 
musicals and five plays. 

She came up in Kitchener-Waterloo and caused lots of 
backlash and conversation with her one-person musical 
satire Will You Be My Friend, originally titled Janice Lee 
and the White Supremacy Smackdown. She is most 
proud of her last album Ancestor Song, which explores 
climate grief, antiracism, loneliness, friendship, and her 
Korean heritage. Her songs have hypnotic melodies, and 
depict water as a force of healing, power, drowning and 
destruction. 

This summer she is directing Play Play Clown Theatre’s 
show at the Hamilton Fringe co–produced with Theatre 
Direct, and you can catch her band Janice Jo Lee and the 
QTs at DoWest Fest on June 7th. Check out her monthly 
spoken word workshop series at the Tranzac: Queers Poets 
Clowns. See janicejolee.ca for more info.
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http://janicejolee.ca


DENISE B MCLEOD (she/her)
Comedian

Proud Urban IndigiQueer Anishinaabe 
Kwe, who’s home territory is Sagamok 
Anishnawbek First Nations located 
on the north shore of Lake Huron. 
D.B. along with her comedy sisters 
founded Manifest Destiny’s Child 
Comedy Collective in 2017.  While 
with MDC she has taken the stage for 
events like The Toronto International 

Film Festival, Royal Ontario Museam’s Friday Night Live, 
and Art Gallery of Ontario’s First Thursday. D.B has curated 
comedy shows for the Comedy is Art festival and tours 
with Got Land Comedy and has recently stepped into the 
sketch comedy world with the NDN ACT.  D.B’s comedy 
is rooted in her Indigeneity, focuses on making fun of 
colonization, misogyny and racism, just enough to make 
white men uncomfortable.  

JEDIDIAH MUGARURA  (he/they)
Writer/Actor- The Question

Jedidiah Mugarura is a storyteller 
descended from the people of Nkore. 
Their storytelling seeks to find and 
reimagine the missing vowels to the 
songs we once sang before colonial 
violence, to project a future of 
agency and possibility for those still 
negotiating their bodies in empire.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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KESHIA PALM (they/them) 
Director- You’ve Seen It On TV

Keshia Palm director, dramaturge, 
creator, performer, producer, and 
mentor. As a storyteller, Keshia’s 
work centres postcolonial and 
queerfeminist perspectives sprinkled 
with theatre magic, and seeks to 
spark connection and conversation 
through shared live experiences. 
They hope to create art and spaces 

that bring and hold us together in all our multitudes. They 
started a monthly political play-reading potluck (follow 
on instagram @theatrepotuck to join) and host a monthly 
mahjong nights in their living room. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)

RICK ROBERTS (he/him)
Actor- Panhandler

Rick recently appeared in Feast at the 
Tarragon Theatre. And in the short 
film The Light Before The Sun.

ANTHONY PERPUSE (he/him)
Actor- You’ve Seen It On TV

Tony is pretty awesome! He’s acted in 
a couple things, won a couple awards, 
worked with many incredible people, 
you know the drill. He’s happy to be 
here! 
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KABRENA ROBINSON (she/her)
Actor- The Question

Kabrena Robinson is an award-
winning Afro-Jamaican Queer 
multidisciplinary artist, writer, 
performer, and journalist. Currently 
an Artist-in-Residence at the Black 
Theatre School, Kabrena is also an 
emerging biomyth monodramatist, 
developing her first solo performance 
work that explores themes of 

immigration, identity, cultural tradition, and ancestral 
wisdom.
Born and raised in Jamaica, Kabrena has been captivating 
audiences on stages across the Caribbean and North 
America since the age of nine. Her expansive creative 
practice spans theatre, poetry, journalism, and authorship, 
making her a dynamic voice in both literary and 
performance spaces. Kabrena’s work centers marginalized 
stories with honesty, tenderness, and transformative power.  
She believes in the power of story to heal, liberate, and 
connect.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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ASHER ROSE (they/them) 
Actor- You’ve Seen It On TV

Asher Rose is an actor, writer, 
and visual artist born and raised 
in Tkaronto. They are a founding 
member of Create Youth Theatre in 
the Scottish Highlands, now in its 
16th year, and are proudly the chair 
of outACTRA T.O.’s Gender-Diversity 
Subcommittee, championing the 
rights of trans actors in our industry. 

Thanks to the subcommittee’s advocacy, the ACTRA 
Awards have added the first-ever category for Non-Binary 
/ Gender-Nonconforming Performance. 

Selected screen credits include You Deserve It, The Lift, 
Violence, Accused, and the award-winning feature film 
The Players. Selected theatre credits include the Omnibus 
Bill (TACTICS), The Bonds of Interest (Odyssey), Heart 
of a Dog (Nowadays/Next Stage), 1184 (Phoenix Arts/
Aga Khan), The Garden of Alla (Minmar Gaslight), Small 
Gods (Factory), and Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare 
BASH’d). This summer you can catch them in High Park in 
CanStage’s Romeo & Juliet. 

Musical theatre lovers can find Asher every month hosting 
the wildly popular Queer Broadway Karaoke at Buddies in 
Bad Times.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)

Back to Programme



ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)

GUILLERMO VERDECCHIA (he/him)
Director- The Panhandler

Guillermo is a writer, director, and 
dramaturge. His play Feast just closed 
at Tarragon Theatre.

NABIL TRABOULSI (he/him)
Actor- You’ve Seen It On TV

Nabil Traboulsi is a Lebanese actor 
and writer born and raised in Beirut 
and currently based in Toronto. 

Nabil works on stage in English, 
French and Arabic and has worked 
with Crow’s Theatre, Theatre 
Gargantua, Shakespeare in the Ruff, 
the Grand Theatre, Théâtre Français 

de Toronto, and Théâtre La Tangente. 

He also works in Film/TV with roles coming up in 
MURDERBOT (Apple TV), 11:11 (Orbite Media) and the 
period-horror feature ITHAQUA.
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SABRINA WEINSTEIN (she/her)
Stage Manager

Sabrina Weinstein is a stage manager, 
producer, and multidisciplinary 
theatre artist. She is a graduate of 
the University of Toronto’s Centre 
for Drama Theatre and Performance 
Studies, as well as Theatre by the 
Bay’s Indie Producer Co-Op program. 
Recent stage management credits 
include Fertility (Light Echo Theatre), 

Earworm (Crow’s / Nowadays Theatre), This Feels Like 
The End (Next Stage / Theatre Orinoco), Carried by 
the River (Red Snow Collective), The Strange and Eerie 
Memoirs of Billy Wuthergloom (Eldritch Theatre),The 
Gray: A Wilde Musical In Concert (Hart House Theatre), 
and Gulp (Toronto Fringe / Lady Luck). Apprentice stage 
management credits include Bad Roads (Crow’s Theatre) 
and Maanomaa; My Brother (Canadian Stage / Bluebird 
Theatre Collective). Upcoming, she will be apprentice stage 
managing Grease at Drayton Entertainment. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)

XINA 
Writer/Actor- The Panhandler

Home in Toronto by way of Tehran, 
Sina Gilani, “Xina”, is an award-
winning actor, playwright, and 
screenwriter with a passion for 
classical texts. They are an alum of the 
Canadian Film Centre, Buddies in Bad 
Times’ Young Creators Unit, and the 
Soulpepper Academy.

Their works include:
•	 Wedding at Aulis — an adaptation of Iphigenia at Aulis 

by Euripides (playwright)
•	 How to Store Pomegranates (writer/performer)
•	 In Case of Nothing (writer/director)
•	 The Twentieth of November (actor), for which they 

received a Dora Award nomination

Xina is currently developing several new works, including 
The Intergalactic Adventures of Princess Octopus with 
Guillermo Verdecchia, a short film titled Moi, and Univers-
al: an adaptation of The Bacchae based on Roger Beck’s 
literal translation.
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JESSICA ESMERALDA ZEPEDA 
(all pronouns)
Director- The Rumble

Jessica is a brown, multidisciplinary 
performance artist born and based in 
Tkaronto (Treaty 13) with roots from 
Kuskatan, post-colonial El Salvador. 
They are a part of Native Earth’s 
Animikiig Creators Unit 2024/25 
season and is a Buddies in Bad Times 
2024/2025 Queer Emerging Artist 

Recipient. Jessica has produced/starred in their short film 
Sinvergüenzilla in First Kiss (Official Selection: 31st Inside 
Out LGBTQ Film Festival) and starred in the short film 
Saturday Fuego Diablo (Official Selection: Sivar en Cortos 
2022). In early 2025, as apart of the 46th Rhubarb Festival, 
Jessica shared an excerpt of their work in progress solo 
called mi historia que no es única, which is a documentary-
theatre performance study where an entity blurs the lines 
of reality, folk horror, experimental jazz, and recorded 
testimonial to process her parent’s undocumented journey 
from El Salvador to North America. Jessica is currently in 
rehearsal for the the volcanic world of Xilopango, under 
the choreographic direction of Irma Villafuerte which will 
be presented this summer!

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES (CONTINUED)
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